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“ For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all 
the proud, yea, and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day 
that cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings; and ye 
shall gu forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. MAL. 4: 1, 2. 
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| DISCOURSE BY ELDER .FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 


Tux following discourse was delivered by Elder Francis M. Lyman at 
the Seventieth Semi-Annual Conference, on Saturday afternoon, October 
7, 1899. 

My brethren and sisters: I pray that the spirit of the Lord may be 
with us this afternoon, as it has been so abundantly with our brethren, 
and that we may bave the liberty of that spirit in speaking and in listen- 
ing, and profit by what the Lord may please to give us. Time is very | 
precious, and this is a very large congregation, and without the help of 
the Lord, it is not possible for an Elder to edify this intelligent audience, 

We have been listening to the instruction of President Snow and his 
brethren in the various Stakes of Zion, particularly upon the law of tith- 
ing, in such a way possibly, as it has not been brought before the people 
in the past. There is a time for all things, and it appears as though the 
time has come when the Latter-day Saints should give particular atten- 
tion to this important law. The condition of the people individually, as 
well as the condition of the Church, has made it necessary for the Lord to 
announce through His servants that we must put ourselves right with 
regard to this principle. Like all the other principles of the Gospel, it is 
vital and very important, and it is not alone that the foundations of Zion 
may be laid and the obligations of the Church be met, as they needed to 
be met in 1838, when the Lord was besought by the Prophet Joseph to 
know how much was necessary of the property of the people for a tithing, 
It is not an unusual thing for the Prophet to approach the Lord in times 
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of necessity and when it appears plain to the mind of the Prophet that 
something needs to be done. We could not tell without the inspiration of 
the Lord what resources there were for the Church to rely upon, but how 
simple and plain it is when the Lord announces that if Israel will bring 
in all their tithes and offerings, that there may be meat in the storehouse 
of the Lord, He will open the windows of Heaven and pour out a blessing 
that we shall hardly be able to contain. The necessities of the people 
to-day in these valleys, the things that we are suffering, the early frosts 
that have destroyed quite a percentage of the crops of the people in the 
higher valleys, the loss in the fruit crop, all admonish us that we need a 
blessing from the Lord. 

It has been discovered, as the records of the Church abundantly show, 
that quite a percentage of the Latter-day Saints have entirely ignored 
this law of tithing. Twenty-five per cent have neglected it altogether. 
What right have we in the Church if we are not willing to obey the laws 
of the Church? As well might we think of being members in good stand- 
ing and fellowship, if we had failed to receive baptism of the water and of 
the spirit, or if we refused to gather together or to preach the Gospel. 
Without the law of tithing, as we heard from the President this morning, 
these temples could not have been built. What has been done towards 
the laying of the foundations of Zion could not have been accomplished 
without the revenue law of the Church. And it is a most reasonable law. 
I believe that I have discovered, as well as my brethren, why the Lord has 
determined that one-tenth of our interest annually should be required for 
a tithing. I understand it to be for the reason that that amount is just 
exactly what is necessary to accomplish the purposes of the Lord. Less 
than that is insufficient. Tithing has been known among the people of 
Israel from the early ages. It has been proven not only among the people 
that have occupied this earth, but among people who have occupied other 
earths than this. It is a law that has been demonstrated in the experience 
of the children of God through all past ages, and it is understood that 
one-tenth is just the amount necessary to meet the requirements of the 
Lord. How much allowance the Lord has made, in His reckoning, for 
those who, being without faith, will be negligent and will not have the 
strength and power of character to endure, [ am not able to say. But He 
has no doubt established it as the very amount that is absolutely necessary 
for the purposes of the Lord. It is also just exactly the amount that is 
necessary to try the souls of the children of men and to prove them. Men 
who can observe that law and live it properly will be prepared to graduate 
unto a higher plane, which they must do before the redemption of Zion. 
Before we enter upon the law of consecration, which is the celestial law 
of God in finance, it is necessary that we should take the training that 
we are now having under the law of tithing. 

You may be certain, my brethren and sisters, that any person who is not 
able to observe this law faithfully and well will never, worlds without end, 
be able to observe the law of consecration. The law of tithing is a step- 
ping stone, and it is a Jaw that will abide forever, because a great majority 
possibly of the children of God will not be able to reach the higher law. 
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Since President Snow has been talking so plainly upon this subject, 
there have been a class of people who have undertaken to take advantage 
of his promise to the Latter-day Saints in regard to this law, that if for 
the future they would observe this law faithfully the past should be for- 
given. There have been men guilty of breaches of the laws of morality 
and honesty, who have claimed that if they now pay their tithing all their 
sins will be forgiven them. President Snow never announced any such 
doctrine as that. He could not announce such a doctrine as that. But 
the Lord is perfectly able to say to us that if we will observe this law of 
finance, which we have been under now for over sixty years, for the future, 
and keep this commandment, our past negligence of the law of tithing will 
be forgiven. He is competent also to say that if we will repent of our sins 
and serve God with all our hearts for the future, our sins will be forgiven 
us; but not otherwise. The forgiveness of sins is predicated upon faith 
in God, repentance and reformation and baptism. Sins are not forgiven 
through the payment of tithing, nor through the partaking of the sacra- 
ment, nor observing the Word of Wisdom, or prayer. There are blessings 
attached to each of these important requirements of the Gospel; but if a 
man would have his sins forgiven, and be allowed to enter into the Church, 
he must have faith in God, and in His Son Jesus Christ and in the Holy 
Ghost, he must repent of all his sins, turn unto the Lord with full purpose 
of heart and sin no more. Then God will forgive him and redeem him 
from his sins; but not by paying tithing. By the payment of tithing 
the foundations of Zion are laid, and up to the present time our tithing 
has been paid to accomplish what we now see done in a temporal way. 
The offerings also have been generous enough to perform a great work, 
for we have paid offerings as well as tithing. We have made offerings of 
our time, in preaching the Gospel to the world without purse or scrip. 
We have made offerings for the building of temples, for the erection of 
meeting houses and for other public works that have been accomplished 
among the Latter-day Saints. By our offerings the poor have been reason- 
ably cared for, and if our offerings were as generous as they ought to be, no 
poor person among the Latter-day Saints would ever have to cry for relief 
without receiving itfreely. But we want our names recorded in the Lamb’s 
Book of Life, and it is not done by the observance of any one principle 
alone, but for every principle there are special blessings promised. There 
are in the records of the Church to day, the names of every man, woman 
and child who has given of their means for tithing. These records can be 


scanned and our faith and works can be understood by the Presidency of 


the Church. And we ought to be known; we want to be known. We 
want to be recognized, not alone as having a name among the people, but 
as being faithful, devoted, humble and obedient. 

Obedience is the first law of God. It is most important that we should 
be obedient to the word and will of the Lord. It was that which entitled 
the Son of God to be anointed above His brethren; for He was in all 
things most perfect and obedient. He put not forth His own will, but He 
submitted to the will of the Father in all things, even to the laying down 
of His life, in order that He might be indeed the Son of God, the Savior 
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of the world. He has earned that important position, and through the 
shedding of His blood and His atonement we are redeemed. By humility 
and faith and repentance we obtain the forgiveness of our sins, and are 
entitled to have our names upon the records of the Church as members 
thereof. But that fact does not demonstrate particularly any very 
important work that we have accomplished in sustaining the work of the 
Lord. By it we are entitled to enter in, but after we have been recorded 
members of the Church we must then work out our salvation and earn 
eternal life, for it is not obtained without earning it. 

The Lord is not going to give us everything without our doing some- 
thing. He requires of us a broken heart, a contrite spirit, an obedience to 
the mind and will of the Lord. And this is reasonable. How generous 
the Lord is to us when He declares through His prophet, “if from this 
time forth you will do my will with regard to the law of tithing, the past 
shall be blotted out.” It is not only generous, but it is reasonable and 
philosophical. The object of the Lord is the salvation of the people, and 
if He should come out with a revelation to-day, saying that the Latter-day 
Saints must square up all their back tithing, do you think they could do 
| it? No. It could not be done, any more than a man could gather up the 
| sins he has committed and blot them out. They are committed, and we 
| cannot change the fact that they are committed. We may be forgiven, 
| we may be redeemed, they may be finally blotted out, if our repentance 
| is genuine and we do not return to our sins again; but it is done through 
the atoning blood of the Lord Jesus. No man can forgive his own sins, 
| no man can redeem himself from his sins. Neither can any man pay his 
| back tithing, if he has been a member of this Church forty or fifty years 
| and been paying only part of his tithing all that time, and possibly pay- 
| ing none at all. The Lord would not require such a thing, because He 
| knows the Latter-day Saints could not doit. Why, it is all they can do 

to pay their tithing today. Sufficient for the day is the tithing thereof; 
sufficient for the day are the offerings thereof; sufficient for the day are 
the labors thereof; sufficient fer the day is the repentance and reforma- 
tion required of men. They cannot do two daysin one. Yesterday has 
gone for ever. We cannot recall it, any more than we can bring to us to- 
| morrow ; to-morrow will always be ahead of us. To-day is the day of sal- 
| vation, and the day in which all our labors must be performed. Therefore 
we want to remember that He hath forgiven the past, thank the Lord. 
| 
| 


But do not let you nor me regret if we have been among that number who 
have paid their tithing reasonably well, and feel sorry that we did not 
keep our tithing back so that we could be forgiven. For there is an 
advantage, there is a blessing an enlargement of the soul that comes to 
the man who obeys the word and will of the Lord. It is better that we 
have done God’s will than that we should have need to be forgiven for 
neglecting it. It is better not tohave been asinner. It is better that our 
sins should be very light, and not of a serious nature than that they should 
be deadly sins. It is better that we should live without sin, and be like 
the Son of God. It is not necessary that we should be sinners. God has 
designed that we should not be sinners, but that we should live lives of 
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purity and righteousness and walk in obedience to His will, as the Savior 
did. The Lord desires, just as you desire, every one of your children to 
be obedient, honest and pure. You do not want them defiled and dis- 
honest, in order that you may forgive them. Therefore I say to my breth- 
ren and sisters who have paid their tithing and have little or nothing 
to be forgiven for in that respect, thank the Lord, and only wish that 
there was nothing that you had need to be forgiven for, and that you had 
done the will of the Lord most perfectly. 
[TO BE CONTINUED.] 


DIVINELY MARRIED. 


Ir ill becomes human wisdom to criticise the methods of God, or to raise 
up objections to any order from on high; silence would be more fitting 
than disputation, and loyal acceptance rather than controversy; because 
objection cannot change an eternal order, and submission from an inferior 
to a superior is in no way derogatory, particularly if that submission is 
inevitable in the very nature of things; sooner or later divine rule, order 
and requirement must not only vindicate itself, but it must be vindicated 
ok and by man himself. 

Our caption suggests combination, compatibility and necessity, it is in 
harmony with the Apostolic ides of “What God hath joined together let 
no man put asunder,” a sentiment which while exclusively applied to the 
union of the sexes, is equally suggestive and mandatory in regard to a 
great many other things, and can be made very far reaching in its 
application. 

Creator and created are the poles of existence, the two extremes of 
being, the highest and the lowest, so the prophet had a thought within 
him, when he asked, “Shall the clay say to him that fashioneth it, What 
makest thou? or thy work, He hath no hands?” So in regard to a Divine 
command, neither dispute nor enquiry as to the why or wherefore seems 
compatible with the supremacy of the giver of a law, or the obedience of 
a subject; it is to be assumed that Infinite wisdom must in great part 
continue to be uncomprehended by “man of low estate.” “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways saith 
the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

It is laudable and praiseworthy in man to realize fully this undoubted 
necessity for reverence and submission, not that groveling, unwilling, 
ungrateful yielding which assumes that might makes right; but from a 
decided realization of undoubted faith, that He, our Father, will exact 
nothing, require nothing but that which must be the very best for all his 
children here or elsewhere. 

So when we learn that faith is coupled with obedience, and revelation 
with faith we get a glimpse of order and propriety ; when it is said that 
“without faith it is impossible to please God,” there is the presentation of 
a great, a fundamental truth, and that revealing is the key to other truths, 
and in considering this combination of triths, we gather the full forde of 
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the expression, “What God hath joined together let no (or not) man put 
asunder.” 

The potency of this faith, thus revealing is exhibited in repentance, for 
consciousness of an immaculate God and the sense of frail and sinful man, 
must produce repentance; the root and the shoot, the seed and the flower 
are no more intimately and inseparably connected, than are those grand 
primary principles just pointed out; they naturally spring from, and grow 
out of an eternal relationship and unity, which is as beautiful as it is 
essential. 

The query in the mind of an intelligent repentant sinner is the achieve- 
ment of deliverance, and he finds that in the atonement of Jesus Christ 
through obedience to His commands as the representative of divine 
authority and mercy, there is a way, and in his awakened condition he 
has already yielded to two of the principles of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, 
according to the advice given by Paul to some Hebrew converts, “There- 
fore (not) leaving the first principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go 
on unto perfection; not laying again the foundation of repentance and 
of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, and of laying on of 
hands,” etc. It is seen that baptism by immersion in water is the divinely 
appointed method by which (under Christ and His authority) he is guar- 
anteed the remission of sins, this is the ancient methad established of Jesus 
and confirmed of His Apostles; for the promise was to the hearers of 
that day and to their children and to all that were afar off, irrespective 
of latitude or age, or sex, “even to as many as the Lord our God should 
call.” 

The ordinance of baptism properly administered, is the provided method 
by which this great blessing is reached and enjoyed, and none need doubt 
its efficacy or efficiency, they may and can say, “What God hath joined 
together, let no man put asunder.” 

The willing and obedient is therefore a new man in Christ, he is “born 
of water,” having “washed away his sins calling on the name of the 
Lord,” and he is entitled to that promised “Gift of the Holy Ghost,” which 
is given “by the laying on of hands,” which was understandingly done 
in the Apostolic age; by it he becomes baptized with that divine element 
of life and inspiration which is indeed “God working in him to will and 
to do of his good pleasure ;” the fruits of that begin to form on the grand 
tree of Christian experience, he receives testimony, he rejoices in the Jight, 
steadily and calmly he reaches the “great table lands” of Christian expe- 
rience, and “he knows of the doctrine” and comprehends that it is of 
God.” The full assurance comes that this great gift is enjoyed as a con- 
sequence of “the laying on of hands,” another couple, cause and effect, 
have been married in the Temple of the Living God, and it is right to 
say, “What God hath joined together, let no man put asunder.” 

When you take this same convert into communion with the Holy order 
of God’s ministry in His Church, for his training and education in the 
things of God and His Gospel, you again find means suited to an end— 
„God hath set some in the Church, first apostles, secondarily prophets, 


thirdly teachers, after that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, govern- 
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ments, diversities of tongues;” this was written to she Corinthian branch 
of the Church, but the same Apostle writing to the Church at Ephesus 
says, that this array of authorized Priesthood was “for the perfecting of 
the Saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of 
Christ; till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of 
the Son of God,” etc. Here stands in bold relief in the Gospel econ- 
omy, provision for all spiritual contingencies; nothing better was ever 
given, nothing better could be given, it was the order of God, and it is 
proper to say once more, What God hath joined together let no man put 
asunder.” 

Here is the dividing line between the Church and the religious world, 
they say that faith alone is sufficient for salvation, that repentance is of 
less account, that remission of sins is not guaranteed in baptism, that the 
laying on of hands is obsclete, that the gifts are all done away, that their 
Church organization and creed is ample for all man’s needs as to religion. 
God says differently, the Bible tells a different story, the Church of Jesus 
Christ affirms anew the power, efficacy and unity of the Gospel, and it 
says plainly but earnestly, “To the Jaw and tothe testimony: if they 
speak not according to this word, it is because there is no truth in them.” 
We repeat with unfaltering emphasis, “What God hath joined together 
let no man put asunder ;” the authority for that saying is “Jesus Christ 
the — N. 


* following named Elders have been honorably qin’ 
to return home per s.s. Hthioma from Glasgow, December 7, 1899: 

Henry Crane and Thomas West of the Norwich Conference; Ernest P. 
Horsley, Sheffield; Charles H. Davis, Welsh; Oscar Ray Knight, London; 
Thomas Blake, Manchester. 

The s.s. Tuinui was substituted for the thiopia, and will sail on Nov- 
ember 27 instead of the 25th. pose Te will sail December 7. 


—— ——T:æAga — — — 


Tue Gotpen RoLE.— There is only one rule that is worthy of this name. 
It is the rule for human life enunciated by the Author of Christianity. It 
is the basis of that brotherhood which the Gospel proclaims and which it 
secures as far as it prevails. And yet there are those who tell us that this 
rule was not original with Christ—that He found it in the writings of the 
religious teachers who went before Him. But when we examine those 
older rules we find that they are radically different from those of our Lord. 
They are negative merely, while His is positive. They tell men what they 
should not do, while He tells them what they should do, as the following 
will show: Confucius (B. C: 500): “What you do not like when done to 
yourself, do not do to others.“ Isocrates (B. C. 400): “Do not do to others 
that. which would make you angry if done by others to you.” Hillel 
(A. D. 1): “Do not unto another what thou wouldst not have another do 
unto thee.” Christ (A. D.31): “And as ye would that men should do to 
you, do ye even so to them.” Here we have the Chinese, the Greek and 
the Rabbinical rules, Each of them says Do not,” while Christ says “Do.” 
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THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 23, 1899. 


— — 


REVELATION BY WORKS AND WORD. 


„I pon’t believe in revelation,” is an expression common enough in this 
age of boasted enlightenment and achievement, but it is difficult to con- 
ceive of any human knowledge that is not the result of revelation, either 
second hand or direct from Deity. The Jearning of the schools is mostly 
second hand knowledge, much of it having passed through many hands 
and consequently become much diluted by mere opinion. 

The knowledge that is obtained from nature by experiment and obser- 
vation is far superior to that generally taught in the schools; still many 
of the schools are now adopting the laboratory method of instruction— 
that is the pupil is brought into contact with nature that he may gain 
knowledge at first hand rather than taking for granted the statements of 
teachers or books. But says one. What has all this to do with revelation?” 
The answer is, much; for, as the piece of sculpture is only the expression 
of thoughts formed in the mind of the artist before he struck the chisel, 
so are all the forms and phenomena of created things the expression of 
the thoughts of the Creator; and every thought or feeling aroused in the 
mind of a little child by observation or in the mind of the most profound 
philosopher by investigation and experiment, is only a reproduction of the 
thought of deity expressed in a hand-writing more definite and intelligible 
than the combined powers of all languages of earth. 

“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth bis 
handywork. Day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night sheweth 
knowledge. There is no speech nor language, where their voice is not 
heard.” Psalm 19: 1-3. 

The astromer’s heart swells with the contemplation of the grandeur of 
the heavenly bodies, and he experiences delight in observing the perfect 
harmony, yet diversity, of their movements. God is revealing to him 
through an unmistakable form of expression some of the thoughts and 
feelings experienced by Him “in the beginning.” When viewing the 
wonders displayed in the chemical or physical laboratory or through the 
microscope, man is only beginning to learn the alphabet of that language 
through which God designs to reveal the thoughts He experienced in the 
acts of creation. 

The melody and harmony produced by a proper arrangement and blend- 
ing of musical sounds give joy to the cultivated ear and cause wonder at 
the variety and sweetness produced thereby. When viewing the harmoni- 
ous arrangement and blending of colors and the variety of form in the 
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floral world, the human soul experiences a sense of extreme pleasure, which 
is intensified by cultivated power to interpret this language. The pleas- 
ant odor of flowers fills the soul with delight. All these are revelations 
to his children, in a slight degree, of the feelings Deity experienced when 
forming His plans, even before He carried the plans into execution and 
pronounced all things “good.” * 

All the oral or written language on earth could never cause one to real- 
ize the scent of the rose, the colors of the rainbow, the taste of an orange 
or the sound of a musical instrument. God's spoken words by his own 
voice or by the voices of angels or phophets, are often misunderstood, not 
through His inability to give expression to His will, but through our 
mental incapacity to comprehend and the inefficiency of our Janguage as 
a mode of expression for the thoughts of Deity; but his works are perfect 
modes of expressing His thoughts as far as man’s capability to read them 


Language has been inadequate to convey fully to man the personality 
and attributes of God and His relation to the human family, as is witnessed 
by the diversity of opinion on these subjects even among professed Chris- 
tians of our own time. As men, through the medium of spoken language, 
failed to comprehend God, He manifested Himself personally to Abraham 
and to Moses, and, in the meridian of time, sent His Son, a member of the 
Godhead, to take upon Himself a body of flesh and bones. He died, rose 
from the tomb, manifested Hiniself to His disciples, demonstrated to them 
that He had taken up the identical body that was nailed upon the cross, 
and with this body ascended into heaven in their presence; and, although 
he declared, “He that hath seen me hath seen the Father,” and Paul 
declared He was in the express image of the Father, still men will persist 
in declaring that that God is without body, parts or passions. Such 
notions, fixed in the minds of the people for ages through the teachings 
of uninspired leaders, indicate plainly the necessity of a repetition in our 
day of concrete, visible revelation to disabuse the minds of mankind from 
these erroneous ideas, inasmuch as “this is life eternal, that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.” 
To meet this need the Father and the Son both made themselves manifest 
to Joseph Smith, in bodily form, as two distinct, separate personalities, 
showing that they are not one in substance, but only in purpose, in design 
and in execution of the divine will. 

After this manifestation Joseph Smith knew more of the personality of 
the Father and the Son than he could have known by readiog volumes of 
written works on the subject, even if written by those who knew; for 
knowledge received from others by oral or written language is second- 
hand at best, and is only belief on the part of the hearer or reader; while 
those things that are revealed from the creator, the source of all intelli- 
gence, become knowledge independent of the veracity of any intermediate 
person. The testimony that comes to the true believer through the Holy 
Spirit is positive to the one receiving it, but no language can convey that 
testimony to another—it must be experienced to be understood. 

| A. W, 
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Tux following is going the rounds of the press of this country: 


„A San Francisco dispatch states that an English girl, named Lizzie 
Downe, is about to start for London, after a somewhat remarkable expe- 
rience of the ways of the Mormons. It is alleged she was brought there 
through false representation of some Mormon missionaries, who maltreated 
her because she refused to become somebody’s tenth wife. The authorities 
at San Francisco are sending her to her sister st Kensington.“ 


This story, it seems, has reached the papers of Utah, only minus the 
“10th wife” item. 

The Salt Lake Tribune published the story and stated that a representa- 
tive of that paper had interviewed Miss Downe and intimated that she 
had corroborated the story. 

Miss Downe, who was staying with a Mrs. Cook of Forest Dale, was 
called upon by a representative of the Deseret News, and this is the state- 
ment given: 

“Miss Downe emphatically declares that she has never seen or spoken 
to a representative of the Tribune; that she came to Utah of her own 
volition ; that she has been ill, but that she has received the kindest possi- 
ble treatment at the hands of Mrs. Cook, who is a Mormon, while she 
(Miss Downe) is not; that she wants to go home on account of sickness 
and expects to return as soon as she can; that in the meantime she is sure 
Mrs. Cook will continue to give her a good home as hitherto. In conclu- 
sion the young lady said, ‘Please say this in justice to all: That I have 
never been coerced or importuned in any way to join the Mormon Church, 


hy any person. I have acted entirely free and independent and the story 
of coercion is false.’” 


ScotTrisH CONFERENCE Notice.—The Scottish Semi-annual Conference 
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints will be held on 
Sunday, December 3, 1899, in City Hall, (North Saloon); entrance from 
Candleriggs Street. Meetings will commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2 and 
6:30 p.m. 


— — — = 


ABSTRACT OF CORRESPONDENCE. 


ELDER ALEX. BucHANAN writes from Edinburgh as follows: 


“Ex-United States Senator Frank J. Cannon and wife, of Ogden, Utah, 
visited Edinburgh last Sunday, having come up from London to see the 
sights of the Scottish Capital. In the evening each addressed the Saints 
of the Edinburgh branch, both delivering very interesting discourses. 
Brother and Sister Cannon enjoyed their short stay immensely.” 


PRESIDENT JOHN R. HINDLEy writes as follows of a very laudable work 
in memory of a long departed Elder: 


“Last August while visiting the Dunstable district of London Conference 
in company with Elder Swainston and Fuller, who labored there, we went 
to Breachwood Green, a small secluded English village—secluded from the 
fact that it has not been modernized by the railway and other latter-day 
inventions, that have made innovations in other parts where quiet 
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hitherto reigned supreme. In this quiet, unpretentious village, in April, 
1878, was laid to rest the mortal remains of Elder Edward W Street of 
Millcreek, Salt Lake County, Utah. He was called to his heavenly home 
when very young, being only twenty-six years of age, and died while in 
the ministry faithfully performing his duties. 

“By faithful Saints and loving friends he was laid away, his grave being 
in a prominent part of a well kept cemetery, and a suitable head-stone 
marked his last resting place. The grave was kept in repair as long as 
the Saints who knew him remained here. They however emigrated some 
years ago, and naturally his last earthly home began to look as though it 
were neglected. The stone needed re-lettering and repairing, and this we 
concluded to have done. To-day, I am thankful to say, there is not a 
more beautiful grave and stone in the cemetery, and, through the medium 
of the Star, I wish to thank the Elders and Sisters of the London Con- 
ference, and others, who assisted in defraying the expense thus incurred, 
which was considerable. May the Lord bless them for their liberality.” 


— -- -- ꝓ—— — — — — — — — 


LEEDS CONFERENCE. 


Tun Leeds Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints was held on Sunday, November 19, 1899, in the Temperance Hall, 
Chapel Street, off Leeds Road, Bradford, President Chas. Woolfenden 
presiding. There were present: Presidents Platte D. Lyman, J. L. 
McMurrin and Henry W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; Elders 
Attewall Wootton and J. C. McFarlane of the MImLLENNIAL Star Office; 
President J. H. Frisby of the Bristol Conference; Elders Joseph and 
Christopher Holland of the Newcastle Conference; Elders Rushton, Lar- 
sen, Birchall, Clark and Jenkins of the Manchester Conference; Elder J. W. 
Stringfellow of the Nottingham Conference; Elder J. R. Hodson of the 
Liverpool Conference, and Elder J. M. Horsley of the Sheffield Confer- 
ence; also all the Elders of the Leeds Conference with the exception of 
Elder Jas. Ratcliffe, who was absent on account of illness. 

After the usual opening exercises, President Woolfenden made an open- 
ing address, and presented the general authorities of the Church, the Presi- 
dency of the European Mission, Charles Woolfenden as president of the 
Leeds Conference, and the following Elders in their respective districts: 
H. C. Burton, B. H. Bullock, 8. M. Kershaw, F. G. Clark and B. Y. Benson, 
Bradford; E. C. Smith and Jas. Ratcliffe, Brighouse; W. E. Purdy and 
J. J. Summerhays, Cleckheaton; H. D. Goodyear and Thos. Gooch, Halifax; 
Jos. Boyes and A. R. Lyman, Harrogate; F. C. Lee, C. E. Rose, Jas. Laird, 
W. F. Pratt and Wm. B. Armstrong, Hull; J. G. Smith and Walter Cottrell, 
Leeds; Alonzo Ingram and J. R. Smith, Keighley, and S. M. Kershaw as 
clerk of the Conference, all of whom were unanimously sustained. 

The following statistical report for the six months endiug October 31 
was read: Missionaries from Zion—High Priests, 2; Seventies, 21; Local 
Priesthood—Elders, 14; Priests, 10; Teachers, 11; Deacons, 13; members, 
471; children under eight years of age, 68; total number of souls, exclu- 
sive of missionaries from Zion, 587. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 
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60,212; in open-air meetings and otherwise, 7,316. Books distributed— 
sold, 117; loaned, 232; given away, 29. Strangers’ houses visited—with 
first tract only, 18,382; by first invitation, 513; by re-invitation, 703. 
Gospel conversatiuns, 3,265. Meetings held—hall, 419; cottage, 52; out- 
door, 211; Sunday school sessions, 125; M. I. A. meetings, 47; Bible 
theological classes, 58; Priesthood meetings, 15. Baptisms, 47; confirma- 
tions, 47; ordinations, 8; children blessed of members, 9; emigrated—over 
eight years of age, 9; under eight years of age,2. Died—over eight years 
of age, 2; under eight years of age, I; removed, 1. New Subscribers for 
STAR secured, 20. 

Elders Attewall Wootton and J. H. Frisby occupied the rerainder of 
the time, their remarks being principally upon the past and present con- 
dition of the Latter-day Saints, both at home and abroad, and the pro- 
gress made regardless of the opposition brought against them. 

2:30 p.m. After the opening exercises, Elder B. R. Birchall was called 
upon, and spoke of his experience as a Methodist minister going co Utah 
to convert the Latter-day Saints. He bore a strong testimony to the res- 
toration of the Gospel. The hymn, “O my Father,” was then rendered by 
fuur of the Elders. President H. W. Naisbitt occupied the remainder of 
the time, speaking upon the great persecution that the Saints had passed 
through. | 

6:30 p. m. After opening exercises, President J. L. McMurrin was the 
first speaker. He presented, in a very forceful manner, the principles of 
life and salvation, as taught by Christ and His Apostles and restored 
through the Prophet Joseph Smith. Elder J. J. Summerhays then sang, 
“Calvary.” President Platte D. Lyman, then spoke upon the condition 
that exists in Utah, and the zeal with which the Latter-day Saints were 
endeavoring to establish truth among men. 

The meetings were well attended, and the Elcers and Saints rejoiced in 
seeing 80 many strangers present. 

A Priesthood meeting was held in Temperance Hall, on Monday, and a 
spiritual feast, long to be remembered by many present, was indulged in. 
The instructions that were given by the presidency were full of encourage- 
ment and love, and the spirit and power that accompanied them, made an 
everlasting impression upon the minds of those in attendance. 

A social gathering in the Temperance Hall on Monday evening, in which 
much enjoyment was manifested, concluded a very profitable conference 
to all who attended. 


S. M Kersuaw, Clerk of Conference. 


— — — — —½: 


A MEMORY OF THE PAST. 


While pondering over the past I am reminded particularly of an inci- 
dent that transpired in the year 1868. To some it may appear simple, but 
to me it is a wonderful manifestation of the power of God. 

While engaged in my daily labor the subject of religion was introduced 
by my companion who had been of a worldly turn of mind but had at that 
particular time changed his views somewhat with regard to religion, He 
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once asked me, “Mr. Ruff what do you think of religion?” I replied, 
“Mr. B., there is a great deal in true religion.“ The words “true religion” 
made such an impression on him that he could not forget them. 

He could neither read nor write, but as he was blessed with a wife who 
was qualified in this respect, I referred him to several passages in the 
written word of God, which he had his wife read to him at night. He 
commenced attending a place of worship but it did not afford him satis- 
faction. 

The word “true religion,” however, still remained in his wind and our 
conversations continued from time to time. Finally the minister of the 
church he had attended visited him. Mr. B. told him that he never was 
so happy in all his life as he was at that time. 

“Glory be to God!” exclaimed the minister, clapping his hands together. 

Mr. B. continued, “My companion and J are the happiest men on eartb, 
he tells me what to read and my wife reads it to me.” 

“But who is your companion?” was the question asked him. 

“Mr. Geo. Ruff.“ was the reply. 

“Why he is a ‘Mormon’ !” said the minister. 

My companion evidently had never heard the word “Mormon,” and 
asked for an explanation. 

The minister readily gave him the following reply, “They are a bad set 
and their religion is from the devil.” 

This definition did not prove satisfactory to Mr. B., and the minister 
became somewhat enraged and said, “You tell Mr. Ruff that he dare not 
meet me on the subject of religion. 

Mr. B. replied, “He will do so willingly.” 

When the matter was mentioned to me I felt very weak, for I was young 
in years and he whom I was to meet was an educated man. So reluctantly 
I went to the home of my companion. 

When I[ wet the minister he first remarked, I understand, Mr. Ruff, that 
you have come here to preach me the Gospel.” 

I replied that if he had any thing better than I had I wanted it, and, 
on the other hand, if I possessed anything superior to his doctrine, I 
should expect him to receive it. He agreed to this. I proposed to him 
that the bible be the test of all doctrines advanced, to which he also con- 
sented. 

Our conversation had not proceeded far when his expressed ideas were 
altogether foreign to the bible. 

He called Joseph Sn.ith and all his successors vile imposters, and added 
that he would publish my name long and loud as an impostor also. 

At this point I felt the power of God resting upon me, and the spirit 
whispered to me a command to prophesy. I heeded, and calling the min- 
ister by name, uttered the following words: “If you do not repent of 
what you have said of the prophets of the Lord, your name shall appear 
in the papers to your shame and disgrace before mine is published as you 
have threatened. 

After the spirit of prophecy had left me I felt to weep, for I feared that 
I had been lead by my own feelings in the words I had made use of, but 
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later developments proved wy fears to be unfounded. The Lord fulfilled 
the words he had uttered through His servant. 

Three weeks from that date the minister was turned away from the 
church to which he belonged, having robbed it of a large amount of 
money. His name did appear accompanied by the disgraceful accusation. 
He was so reduced in his financial circumstances that I saw him appl 
for work on a coke oven. a 

These circumstances proved the miraculous manner in which the Lord 
honored and fulfilled the words of his servant. 

As a result I baptized Mr. B., his wife, his brother and his brother’s wife. 

“Paul may plant and Apollos water, but God giveth the increase.” 

I trust that this little lesson of the simple methods by which God brings 
about His mighty designs may prove an encouragement to those laboring 
in quest of souls. | 

May the words “true religion” impress other honest souls as they did 
those whom I had the honor to baptize. 

Gro. RurFr. 


— — — 


THEOLOGY AND SCIENCE. 


THE recent meeting in Columbus, O., of the convention of scientists 
gave the public speakers of that city a text for sermons on the relation 
of religion to science. 

One Dr. Talkwell took occasion to contrast the two in a manner hardly 
complimentary to modern theologians. As reported in the Press-Post he 
commenced by declaring that the scientists are the hope of the world—its 
saviors, deliverers and redeemers. He then pointed out that both the 
theologians and the scientists are busy with the great questions: Who 
are we! Whence did we come, and whither are we going? But it was, he 
said, in the attempt to answer these questions that the difference between 
the two appeared so great. The theclogian assumes that he has a revela- 
tion and confines himself to this; the scientist ignores revelation and turns 
to the universe to learn the truth. 

In this spirit he continued: 

“Among scientists there is a practical agreement the world over; but 
the theologians are in a constant state of violent disagreement. The 
acientist welcomes every new theory, and gives willing place to unexpected 
discoveries. The theologian frowns at new things, and fights to the last 
against new light. The scientist regards truth as something that is un- 
folding, unfinished, in a state of evolution. The theologian tenaciously 
clings to his last dogma as something finished, incapable of improvement, 
infallible, impeccable. In the mind of the scientist God is creating the 
world now. In the mind of the theologian, God has created the world 
and is resting.” 

There is some ground for the criticism that theologians—that is, expo- 
nents of Protestant theology—frown at “new things.” They have labori- 
ously drawn their general principles from Scripture texts, and they regard 
them as “jewels of knowledge, comprehending great store in little room,” 
as Locke pats it. They are timid of a close scrutiny, lest it should be 
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discovered that some of these “jewels” handed down from antiquity are 
counterfeits and without value. 

They, furthermore, though claiming for theology the distinction of a 
science, deny that it is a progressive science, in the sense that new facts” 
are to be looked for and investigated. The facts are all there, they hold, 
within the limits of revelations given centuries ago, and no new revelations 
are to be expected. 

But theology does not mean Protestant theology, by any means. The- 
ology may be said to be a consistently interpreted representation of all 
the truths revealed in ancient and modern times. It embraces all the 
facts, doctrines and precepts which God has made known to man, whether 
direct through His inspired servants or indirect, through the study and 
contemplation of His universe. The true theologian can no more antagon- 
ize science than he can deny revelation; he can no more ignore the results 
of true philosopical investigation than he can discard the authentic state- 
ments of the Scriptures. 

Dr. Talk well evidently shares in the somewhat general misunderstanding 
that scientists as a rule are opposed to theology. Not long ago this question 
was investigated by a German clergyman, and his conclusions were pub- 
lished in a well known German theological journal. He proved conclu- 
sively that leading jurists, historians, specialists in the various depart- 
ments of natural sciences, aud even philosophers are adherents of the 
Christian faith. 

He says the most brilliant and original representation of Christianity 
in our day has come from the pen of a jurist, Rudolf Sohm, one of the 
compilers of the new civil law books of the German empire. Among the 
historians, Leopold von Ranke and Ernst Curtius are famous, and they 
have both contributed must valuable works on the religion of which 
theology is the embodiment. Dr. Dennert, a leading scholar among 
natural philosophers, in reply to an assertion by a social democratic 
author, that nearly all students of nature are unbelievers, proves by 
statistics that the majority are believers. 

In this respect the present age is nov different from previous ages. The 
fact is that all through the Christian era the most distinguished men and 
wonien—the keenest reasoners, the closest observers of nature and history, 
the greatest statesmen and the loftiest poets have been believers. To true 
Christianity the world owes its progress. There is a vast host on the side 
of Locke, Newton, Milton, Washington, Lincoln, Gladstone and the rest of 
the world’s great leaders. 

It is a strong testimony to the eternal truth of the religion of Jesus, 
that all through the dark ages, notwithstanding the perversions it under- 
went, it held the best and purest minds within its sphere. Now that 
revelation has again been given to the world, there can be no doubt that 
in time it will encompass the earth. Science alone, cannot solve the 
important questions of existence. I do not know,” is the modern sum- 
ming up of its results. 

Revelation answers satisfactorily and fully. There is, however, this 


peculiarity with theology, which is well expressed by Pascal: “God 
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